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Supreme Court of Canada Denies Leave to Appeal Sauble Beach Ruling 

Courts confirmed Saugeen First Nation ownership of Saugeen Beach 

 

Saugeen First Nation, Ontario: The Supreme Court of Canada denied leave to 

appeal lower court rulings that confirmed that Saugeen First Nation owns all of 

Saugeen Beach (formerly Sauble Beach). This ends a legal battle that has lasted for 

35 years and a larger struggle that has lasted nearly two centuries. Saugeen First 

Nation is both proud and grateful for this opportunity to celebrate the historic 

vindication of its treaty rights with all its community members.  

 

The legal proceedings have so far only dealt with the ownership of the land, and 

not any issues relating to compensation for any parties. A second trial may be 

scheduled to address compensation issues if those issues are not first resolved out 

of court.  

 

Compensation has not yes been determined. The second phase of the lawsuit is 

when all issues relating to compensation for loss of use of the beach will be 

determined. Our lawyers will attempt to negotiate with federal and provincial 

Crown lawyers about that issue. If it cannot be fully resolved outside of court, then 

there will be a second trial about compensation.  

 

We are very pleased that the Court  recognized our rights and we recovered a 

significant portion of our legal costs.  
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