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Saugeen First Nation #29 
Chief & Council Quarterly Update – April 2026 

 
Communications Plan  
 
Through various surveys and community engagement sessions, Chief and Council have heard clearly the 
strong expectation for more consistent and transparent communication with community members. In 
response, several measures will be implemented to strengthen openness and accessibility, including the 
introduction of community deputation days, the regular posting of summary Chief & Council meeting 
minutes on the Nation’s website, and the distribution of frequent communiqués and quarterly updates 
to keep members informed of key decisions and activities. 
 
To support these efforts, a communication plan has been developed to outline the methods, channels, 
and timelines through which information will be shared. The plan also provides guidance on how 
members can access updates and connect with the various programs, services, and supports available 
within the Nation’s administration. Members are encouraged to review the communication plan to 
better understand how to stay informed and engaged in community matters. 
 
Police Feasibility  
 
The Saugeen Chief and Council have launched a policing feasibility study for the Chippewas of Saugeen 
First Nation #29 to explore future policing options that better align with community priorities, values, 
and expectations. Supported by KPMG, the study will examine what policing could look like for the 
Nation and what would be required to pursue an agreement with the Anishinabek Police Service, with a 
focus on enhancing safety, building trust, and supporting overall community wellbeing. 

Community input is a key part of this process. Members are invited to share their perspectives on safety 
and effective policing through upcoming engagement sessions for youth, elders, and the broader 
community, as well as an online survey for those unable to attend. Additional details and participation 
opportunities will be shared on the Nation’s website in the coming weeks. 

Landfill Feasibility 
 
A Solid Waste Feasibility Study is currently underway to evaluate long-term options for improving the 
community’s waste management system. This work builds on the 2021 Solid Waste Management 
System Planning Study and Landfill Assessment, which recommended transitioning toward a more 
sustainable system, potentially including the development of a waste transfer station and the future 
decommissioning of the existing landfill. 
 
The current study will assess waste generation trends, explore opportunities to increase waste  
diversion, and identify practical solutions to enhance waste management infrastructure and operations  
over the next 20 years. It will also examine landfill operations, environmental considerations, and  
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options for recycling and organic waste management. Dollars have been secured to support these 
broader waste management initiatives, with the feasibility study funded through Indigenous Services 
Canada (ISC) as part of the Nation’s infrastructure planning efforts. 
 
Education & Early Years 
 
The much-anticipated daycare renovations are nearing completion, with an estimated finish date at the 
end of April 2026. Daycare services will temporarily close for a couple of weeks to allow staff time to 
move furnishings back into the space and prepare for the grand reopening, which is tentatively 
scheduled for the end of May 2026. 
 
Staff will be working closely with Elders and the community to finalize a new name for the updated, 
amalgamated daycare. 
 
The Binoojinh Gamig building will also undergo minor repairs beginning in May. Once completed, this 
newly refreshed space will be used to host before- and after-school programming, as well as summer 
day camp activities. 
 
Fibre Optics Network Expansion 
 
Starting in Spring 2026, Saugeen First Nation Driftwood Corporation will be upgrading and expanding 
the fibre optic network to include all SFN Cottage Serviced Areas. Installation will be completed by 
Avertex Utility Solutions Inc., and Bruce Telecom will become the new internet service provider in the 
coming months. During construction, there may be temporary service disruptions from time to time, 
and minor plowing through driveways may be required, with all affected areas restored to their original 
condition upon completion. 
 
For service connection inquiries or questions, please contact Bruce Telecom at 519-368-2000 or toll-free 
1-866-517-2000, or visit www.brucetelecom.com. 
 
Fire & Emergency Department Renovations  
 
Chief and Council recognize the importance of maintaining a safe and reliable Firehall that supports the 
wellbeing of our community. A recent structural assessment has identified necessary upgrades to ensure 
the facility remains functional and secure for those who serve and protect us. 
 
To carry out these essential improvements, work is planned for the 2026/2027 fiscal year. This 
investment reflects our ongoing commitment to strengthening emergency services infrastructure, 
helping to keep all members safe and supported. 
 
Baseball Diamond & Powwow Ground Upgrades 
 
Chief and Council have allocated dollars to support priority upgrades to the pow wow grounds and 
baseball diamonds. These projects reflect important community-identified needs and represent an 
investment in shared cultural and recreational spaces that contribute to the wellbeing, connection, and 
quality of life of our members. 
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These funds will be used alongside community fundraising efforts, creating a collaborative approach to 
completing the identified improvements. Fundraising efforts are just beginning; by contributing, 
supporters play a direct role in enhancing these valued spaces and helping bring lasting benefits to both 
current and future generations. 
 
Recreation Centre Design Renovations 
 
Chief and Council have approved funding to advance the design phase of the Recreation Centre 
renovation project, marking an important step toward enhancing a key community space. A budget has 
been allocated to support a comprehensive four-stage design process, along with the specialized 
consultant services required to ensure the renovations reflect the needs, safety, and long-term use of 
the community. 
 
As part of this initiative, a design proposal has been approved to guide the planning and development of 
the upgraded facility. Community engagement on this project will be launched late spring of 2026. These 
improvements are intended to strengthen a vital gathering place that supports recreation, wellness, and 
community connection for members of all ages. 
 
Amphitheatre Restoration Project – Phase Two 
 
Through the generous support of various funders and local businesses, funding has been secured to 
move into Phase Two of the Amphitheatre Restoration Project. This phase will include completion of the 
parking lot, landscaping/plantings, site signage, expansion of the nature trail system, and the finalization 
of the wedding venue located at the front of the amphitheatre grounds. 
 
This progress brings the project significantly closer to completion and will create new opportunities to 
host cultural, tourism, and community events in the space. A grand opening ceremony is currently being 
planned for June 2026, with additional details to be shared as they become available. 
 
Leadership & Governance 
 
The final 30-day commenting period for the Chief and Council Governance Policy is now open beginning 
April 1 to April 30, 2026. The Governance Policy is available on our website and hard copies have been 
provided. Comments can be submitted by email to Melissa Snowdon at melissa.snowdon@saugeen.org  
or online in our feedback form at https://saugeenfirstnation.com/portfolio-items/governance-policy/ or 
in person to the drop box at the Governance Building reception. 
 
If you submit a comment and would like to be entered into a draw for a $200 gas card, please 
include your name and phone number with your comment. 
 
 
In Unity, 
 
Chief & Council 
 
 

mailto:melissa.snowdon@saugeen.org
https://saugeenfirstnation.com/portfolio-items/governance-policy/
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Saugeen First Nation #29 
 
 
March 23, 2026 
 
 
 
Members of Saugeen, 
 
The Saugeen Chief and Council are pleased to introduce the Policing Feasibility Study currently 
underway for Chippewas of Saugeen First Nation #29. This important initiative will explore future 
policing options that better reflect the community’s priorities, values, and expectations—ensuring 
safety, strengthening trust, and supporting overall wellbeing for all members. 
 
KPMG is helping the Nation prepare a feasibility study for policing in our community. The study will 
define what policing could look like for our Nation and what would be required if the Nation were to 
pursue an agreement with the Anishinabek Police Service.  
 
As we begin this work, we want to understand the community’s priorities for safety, and perspectives of 
what effective policing looks like for our Nation. We invite you to participate in a community 
engagement session to share your priorities and ideas about the future police service. 
 
In the coming weeks, there will be several ways for Nation members to participate, including sessions 
with youth, elders, and the community as a whole. We will also share an online community survey for 
those who cannot attend one of these sessions. Additional information will be posted on our website.  
 
Engagement sessions are scheduled as followed: 
 
Town Hall Open House/Drop In – Wednesday April 8th, 2026, from 5:30pm to 6:30pm  
Community Meeting – Wednesday April 8th, 2026, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm  
Elders Focus Group – Thursday April 9th, 2026, from 11:30am to 1:00pm 
Youth Focus Group – Thursday April 9th, 2026, from 4:30pm to 6:00pm 
 
Please stay tuned for detailed postings on these engagements in the near future. Thank you in advance 
for taking the time to participate and share your perspectives. We look forward to hearing from you as 
this work moves ahead.  
 
 
In Unity, 
 
Chief & Council  
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Saugeen First Nation #29 
 
 
March 31, 2026 
 
 
 
Members of Saugeen, 
 
We are excited to announce that funding has been allocated to support upgrades to the pow wow 
grounds and baseball diamonds. These improvements reflect important needs identified by the 
community and represent a significant investment in the spaces where members gather, celebrate, and 
engage in recreational activities. These shared spaces serve not only as venues for cultural and athletic 
events but also as central points that strengthen community connection, promote wellbeing, and foster 
a sense of pride and belonging. 
 
To ensure the successful completion of these projects, the allocated funding will be complemented by 
community fundraising efforts. Fundraising initiatives are in the early stages, and all members of the 
community are encouraged to participate. Contributions may take the form of donations, sponsorships, 
or involvement in upcoming fundraising activities. Every contribution, regardless of size, will directly 
support the enhancement of these valued spaces and will provide lasting benefits for both current and 
future generations. 
 
In the coming weeks, site work will commence at both the baseball diamonds and the pow wow 
grounds. This notice is provided to inform community members that any activity observed in these areas 
is part of the planned improvement projects and reflects our ongoing efforts to enhance these shared 
spaces. Not to worry, this won’t affect the ball games that will be scheduled for this coming season, 
construction areas will be fenced off for games and will only be active during the day.  
 
Further sponsorship opportunities will be available in the near future. Individuals, families, and local 
businesses are encouraged to consider participating in these opportunities as a way to support the 
project and leave a lasting positive impact on the community. For additional information regarding 
contributions, sponsorships, or participation in fundraising initiatives, please contact Brittany Roote at 
brittany.roote@saugeen.org    
 
 
 
SFN Administration 
 
 

mailto:brittany.roote@saugeen.org










 

FREE LEGAL ADVICE 
519-370-2200 

Please drop in or give us a call to book an  
appointment if you require legal advice. 

Location: Ontario Works Building –Saugeen First 
Nation Between 1-3pm on the last Friday of the 

month 
   

Topics we can help with: 
• Ontario Disability Support 

• Ontario Works 
• Off Reserve Housing 

• Human Rights 
• Canada Pension Plan 

 •Old Age Security/Guaranteed Income Supplement 
• First Nations Claim Forms 

• Wills and POA 
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Showers 
Laundry

Computer
Peer Support 
Counselling 

Application Support 
Referrals 

Nurse Practitioner
available Mondays by
appointment

Available Daily:

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

1:30 Healthy Talk

2

1:00 Hot Lunch

1:30 NA

3

1:00 Crafts

4

5 6

CLOSED 

7

CLOSED

8

1:30 Healthy Talk

9

1:00 Hot Lunch

1:30 NA

10

1:00 Crafts

11

12 13

2:00 Breathwork

14

1:00 Hot Lunch

15

1:30 Healthy Talk

16

1:00 Hot Lunch

1:30 NA

17

1:00 Crafts

18

19 20

2:00 Breathwork

21

1:00 Hot Lunch

22

1:30 Healthy Talk 

23

Applied Suicide

Intervention Skills

Training 

24

Applied Suicide

Intervention Skills

Training 

25

26 27

2:00 Breathwork

28

1:00 Hot Lunch

29

1:30 Healthy Talk 

30

Mental Health

First Aid 

107 CAMERON DR
519-797-1918







Clients can access 
Once-A-Month or Once

Every 30 Days
Please speak with staff in
an Emergency situation

Perishables are available
on the 2  and 4  weeks of

each month

nd th

Registration is
required

Delivery is
 On-Reserve Only

Please have loose
dogs tied up or in

your home; staff will
not deliver if there is

loose dogs on the
property

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

April 2026
CLIENT ACCESS

DELIVERIES

Closed for
Good Friday

Closed for
Easter Monday

Book A Delivery
Deadline 4pm

Deliveries
Pre-registration

Required

Deliveries
Pre-registration

Required

Walk Ins Walk Ins Walk Ins

Walk Ins Walk Ins Walk Ins

Perishable
Week

Perishable
Week

Prepping
&

Packaging

Foodbank

Book A Delivery 
Deadline 4 pm



The Waste Management Department wishes to remind all community
members that dumping garbage in front of the landfill gate is strictly
prohibited.

Despite previous notices, this practice continues and is causing serious
concerns. Illegal dumping creates environmental hazards, attracts
pests, blocks access to the landfill, and increases the cost and effort
required for cleanup.

Residents are expected to dispose of waste responsibly and only during
approved landfill operating hours. It is free for you.

Please be advised that:
Monitoring at the landfill site is being increased.
Individuals found dumping garbage at the landfill gate will be held
accountable.
Offenders will be required to bear the cost of cleanup

Protecting our environment and maintaining a clean community is a
shared responsibility. Your cooperation is essential in ensuring proper
waste management practices are followed. Let us all do our part to keep
our community clean and safe.

Public Notice: Illegal Dumping
at Landfill Gate April
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Call for Artists

Grey Roots warmly invites proposals from First Nations
artists — both individuals and collectives — who are
members of, or descendants of, the Chippewas of Nawash
Unceded First Nation and Saugeen First Nation.
  
This invitation seeks artist(s) who have experience creating
public artworks that reflect living relationships to land and
water, to community, to memory, and to future generations.
 

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R :  
C A L L  F O R  S U B M I S S I O N S  I N F O  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  

s i m . s a l a t a @ g r e y r o o t s . c o m

https://tinyurl.com/34vtc8kh
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Newsletter Deadline

May newsletter content due 
April 24 . Remember to spell check

before submitting content.

th

Justine.kaufman@saugeen.org


	APRIL 2026
	SAUGEEN NEWS
	ISKIGAMIZIGE-GIIZIS | MAPLE SAP BOILING MOON

	Public Notice: Illegal Dumping at Landfill Gate
	The Waste Management Department wishes to remind all community members that dumping garbage in front of the landfill gate is strictly prohibited.
	Despite previous notices, this practice continues and is causing serious concerns. Illegal dumping creates environmental hazards, attracts pests, blocks access to the landfill, and increases the cost and effort required for cleanup.
	Residents are expected to dispose of waste responsibly and only during approved landfill operating hours. It is free for you.
	Please be advised that:
	Monitoring at the landfill site is being increased.
	Individuals found dumping garbage at the landfill gate will be held accountable.
	Offenders will be required to bear the cost of cleanup
	Protecting our environment and maintaining a clean community is a shared responsibility. Your cooperation is essential in ensuring proper waste management practices are followed. Let us all do our part to keep our community clean and safe.

	Call for Artists
	CLICK HERE FOR:  CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS INFO
	For more information  please contact:
	sim.salata@greyroots.com

	1 1:30 Healthy Talk
	2 1:00 Hot Lunch 1:30 NA
	3 1:00 Crafts
	6 CLOSED
	7 CLOSED
	8 1:30 Healthy Talk
	9 1:00 Hot Lunch 1:30 NA
	10 1:00 Crafts
	13 2:00 Breathwork
	14 1:00 Hot Lunch
	15 1:30 Healthy Talk
	16 1:00 Hot Lunch 1:30 NA
	17 1:00 Crafts
	20 2:00 Breathwork
	21 1:00 Hot Lunch
	22 1:30 Healthy Talk
	23 Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
	24 Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
	27 2:00 Breathwork
	28 1:00 Hot Lunch
	29 1:30 Healthy Talk
	30 Mental Health First Aid

	Available Daily:
	Showers  Laundry Computer Peer Support  Counselling  Application Support  Referrals
	Nurse Practitioner available Mondays by appointment
	107 CAMERON DR 519-797-1918
	Honouring the anniversay of taking back our beach, Chi Gmiinh
	SAUGEEN BEACH
	Reclamation Celebration
	April 3 | 1-4pm | Main Beach Entrance
	Hosted by the Beach Advisory Committee
	Join us for a special come & go gathering as we celebrate this meaningful day for our Nation-a moment of pride, strength + community.

	Fresh baked scones
	Horse-drawn wagon rides
	Hot drinks by the fire
	Time to connect with community

	SAUGEEN NEWS
	Newsletter Deadline


